These turbulent days remind me of the New Testament
story about Peter on the Sea of Galilee. Peter saw
Jesus walking on the water toward his boat; jumped
out of the boat, fixed his eyes upon Jesus and walked
on water. Then…Peter’s eyes shifted to the waves and
with that shift in focus, he plunged into the sea.
I am fascinated that Jesus, the boat and sea all remained
constants in this story. The variable was Peter or more
specially, Peter’s eyes. What we are looking at makes
all the diﬀerence!
I am disturbed by the manic nature of this present age.
I know many of you are troubled as well. Clearly if
all things eventually end up “where they are headed,”
things can look most bleak if we focus on the mania
that encapsulates us.
I have so many questions:
• Will a collective sense of right and wrong be
restored in our country or are such notions
lost forever?
• Will the Bible be held up as the “Book of
Books” or will it be culturally downgraded
to a “book among books?”
• Will our denomination right itself after
decades of decline and in the face of present
challenges?

• What kind of world will we hand down to
our children and grandchildren?
• Will the American church be a powerful
force in shaping the future or just an
anachronistic relic of the past?
I have discovered that, like Peter, when my gaze is
ﬁxed upon the waves I begin to sink but when my eyes
are focused upon Jesus, I begin to walk in miraculous
hope! I believe the best hope for our region, our state,
our nation and our world rests in the church being the
church! And for the church to exert inﬂuence in our
manic culture, we must get our eyes focused upon our
savior, our mission, and our future!

OUR SAVIOR:

Jesus is the way, the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father but by him. –John 14:6

OUR MISSION:

We exist to connect people to Jesus Christ.

OUR FUTURE:

None of us have “20/20 Vision” into the future but here
is what I know concerning Christ Church:

1. We will connect people to Jesus Christ
2. We will shape our children and students
3. We will address our debt
4. We will stand for the authority of Scripture
5. I am committed to being your pastor
6. Our denomination faces challenges
7. Our best days are ahead of us
A key part to our future is the adoption of a sound
financial strategy. Nothing will be possible without
it. With the successful completion of the Raise the
Roof campaign in May, we needed to do something
to cover the remaining mortgage on the three major
building projects we have completed in the last decade.
Rather than have another capital campaign that simply
addressed debt, we prayed for new dreams and new
visions concerning funding.
Let me introduce Vision 2020! Your Administrative
Council has voted to engage in a two year initiative this
fall that will address all our financial needs in a One Fund
approach. The One Fund approach is an accelerated
giving opportunity designed to fund operating and
capital needs in one simple but compelling, “ask.” Our
operating AND capital needs, which includes loan
repayments, etc. are aggregated into one number, which
we will present to the Christ Church family. Our goal is
that 100% of our active members will be motivated to
make a commitment to fully fund the needed finances
to carry out our mission.
Peter’s story reminds us that regardless of the cultural
sea swirling about us, we can walk on water when we
keep our eyes on Jesus! And keeping our eyes on Jesus
is precisely what we are going to do! Your two year
pledge to the Vision 2020 will put Christ Church in
position to keep on connecting people with Jesus
Christ for decades to come!

God is good!
Rev. Shane L. Bishop, Senior Pastor

MORE THAN NUMBERS
This initiative is not about simply raising money, growing attendance numbers, or adding square footage.
Like Christ Church itself, Vision 2020’s focus is to help people grow spiritually. Christ Church’s value
and growth doesn’t come from the size of its building or the number of people sitting in its pews. Our
value is in the people we connect to Jesus Christ.

KEEPING OUR FOCUS
Our mission isn’t static. It lives today and tomorrow, both inside and outside our church. To grow
tomorrow, we must strengthen stewardship today. When we equip our ministry from within, we make
an impact beyond. The purpose of Vision 2020 is to keep our focus upon Jesus. We must keep our
focus on Our Savior: Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life; Our Mission: we exist to connect people
to Jesus Christ; and Our Present: continued growth for over twenty-one years. Keeping our focus will
help Christ Church stay in step with the growth God continues to bring our way – for years into the
future.

NOT A CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
This initiative isn’t about building facilities. It’s about facilitating believers. Because this is our underlying
value, every part of our two-year vision will be supported by a single fund. From operational costs to
outreach programs, every investment ultimately serves our vision to equip, reach, or build. Rather than
many funds with disconnected goals, we’re building one fund to nurture our ministries, facilities, local
impact, and global reach. A single fund oﬀers limitless opportunities for growth.

ONE CHURCH.

ONE VISION. ONE FUND.

PRAY. PING.
COMMIT. GIVE.

Pray for Christ Church. We need you to listen for the “Ping” and follow through with God’s request. And finally,
we need you to step up financially and make a Commitment that God can bless. Take the next “Step Up.” Thank
you in advance for your prayers, your commitment and your generosity.

OUR GOAL

Primary

Secondary

Participation

Million

100%

Our primary goal is 100% participation. We are
asking 100% of those who call Christ Church
home to open themselves up for the “ping” from
the Lord and have a life-changing encounter with
him as it relates to generosity.

$8.7

Our secondary goal is to receive $8.7 Million
through the generosity of God’s people over
the next two years to accomplish these Christcentered initiatives.

THE GIVING LADDER
Moving to the next step in giving

Before beginning any journey you must identify two things: where you are and where you want to go.
The Giving Ladder is your guide to increasing your giving.
Generosity happens one step at a time!

Give beyond a tithe. This is someone who realizes that,
although the tithe is the minimum the Bible asks, God has
prompted and enabled them to give more for the Kindgom.
Faithfully give 10% of income. This is someone who has
seen the blessing that comes with giving, and is ready to
commit to giving the tithe - 10% - that Scripture asks of
believers.
Consistently give, but less than 10% of income. This is
someone ready to be more intentional about their giving,
has made an assessment, and determined to start giving
consistently.
Occasionally give. This is someone who gives random or
one-time donations without a plan or focus to their giving.

First-time giver. This is someone ready to take the exciting
first step towards worshiping and growing through giving.

As you pray and discern how God would ask you to give during this time, ask God to inspire and challenge you towards
greater generosity to fulfill our mission to: Connect People With Jesus Christ.

OCT 28
Commitment Sunday

NOV 18

2 -Y E A R C O M M I T M E N T
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

STATE

ZIP

PHONE
EMAIL

First Offering Sunday

I AM /

WE ARE STEPPING UP TO:
BEYOND
TITHE

Be sure to check the step on the Generosity Ladder you’re
moving to, and draw an arrow from where you were.
Thank you for your commitment!

CONSISTENT
OCCASIONAL
FIRST-TIME

After filling out your contact information, put the dollar
amount you are currently giving on the first line.
Then pick a new number that is truly generous. A dollar
amount that would require significant and maybe even
a radical lifestyle change. A figure that would create
dependence on God alone.

$

WHAT ( I ) WE NORMALLY
GIVE IN A YEAR

$

OUR INCREASED
ANNUAL GIVING FOR
VISION 2020
( MY )

$

1 YEAR SUBTOTAL
2 YEARS

Maybe you have some stocks, saved assets or other
valuable things you would like to include. Add the value
of those here.

ADDITIONAL GIFT
FROM RESOURCES

(STOCKS, SAVINGS, ASSETS)

OUR 2-YEAR
VISION 2020
COMMITMENT

$

$

(MY)

Challenge yourself, to go beyond. Walking in faith in His
name for the next two years will greatly increase your
spiritual growth.

$

Generosity
“I have noticed generosity grows proportional to
my faith... Early in our marriage, we committed that
generosity needs to be a part of our lives... That desire
to give and to be generous has grown and grown... Now,
we feel one of the most important parts of our worship
is to give and give generously. It’s a major factor...”

“We have 3 boys who have grown up in this church...they
are involved, they like church. That is a huge blessing
to have children that actually like going to church...
Our boys have even gotten a chance to serve... Finding
Christ Church and being a part of it, there is something
for the whole family to be involved in.
We were asked to do a connect group... in our old
church, we always served separately, and now we can
serve together and lead this connect group. It just
bonded our marriage and allowed us to connect way
more than we thought. It’s probably been our favorite
thing to lead together.”

“One of my favorite verses about generosity is Malachi
3:10. “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there
will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the
Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of
heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you
won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to
the test!”
“The blessing can come in the joy of knowing that
you have followed God, and your investment is not
in this world but it is in the eternal world and God’s
got us. Being able to trust that grows your faith so
tremendously and then it makes the ability to give more
all that more joyous.”
-- Wendy & Erik Arneson

In Action
“Following that ping has been the most amazing
experience that has taken me on an incredible journey.
Every project, every relationship, every meeting,
the growth of R3 Development only confirms God’s
faithfulnesses when you trust in Him and follow Him.”

“My wife and I began attending about 19 years ago
by just being invited. Now, I am part of a ministry
outreach arm of Christ Church by working for a youth
employment ministry in East St. Louis where we work
with high school students.”
“God began a massive ping in my heart several years
ago when I heard Him clearly say, “I’ve got more for
you. I need you to trust Me. I need you to listen to Me.
I need you to put yourself out on the ledge, and I need
you to quit your job and I will lead you from there” I did
and I followed that direction.”

“I look at generosity in three ways. Your time, your
talents, and your finances. When you feel God’s ping,
He’s requiring all three equally. Since I have been in
full time ministry, I get to see the generosity of other
people. It is the most humbling experience. People
don’t realize that when they are generous - how it can
eﬀect other people down the line and how it can put a
ping in their heart to possibly do something.”
-- Scott Loeﬄer

The Bible says in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. God loves to hear us
pray, God wants to hear us pray and we need to pray! Join us for
fresh way to encounter prayer on Thursday, October 11th at our
night of prayer on Facebook Live!

What can you expect?
• To pray for our Vision 2020 initiative
• Be led in a time of Worship
• Hear about what God is doing at Christ Church and more!

FAQS
Q. WHAT IF I’M NEW AROUND HERE?
A. The Vision 2020 initiative is about the vision for
our church. We believe that the local church is one of
the most compelling missions to give towards, and we
would really love for you to make Christ Church your
home and join us in Vision 2020. If you are ready for
it, this is a perfect time for you to put a stake in the
ground and make this your church. We need you on
the team!
Q. WHAT ARE YOU ASKING ME TO DO?
A. First and foremost, we are asking that you pray
and seek God’s guidance on what He is asking of you.
Prepare your heart to hear Him, and then listen to
what He says. Engage in a Connect Group during this
season, if you haven’t already. Participate in the Prayer
Event on October 11. Talk with your spouse, family and
friends about what this commitment will mean in this
next exciting season of your life. We are asking that
you make a sacrificial commitment to radical generosity
– no matter where it is that God leads you. Listen to
His voice (“ping”). Follow His lead.
Q. WHAT IF MONEY IS TIGHT RIGHT NOW?
A. Vision 2020 is about your total, radical, sacrificial
generosity to God’s mission at Christ Church. We
believe that God calls us to action in times of hardship
just as much as He does in times of abundance, and
that looks diﬀerent for every person. But Vision 2020
is about a heart change – one that is only accomplished
by surrendering our lives completely over to God in this
area of giving.
We would like for everyone to be a part of Vision
2020. We hope to see the entire Christ Church family
supporting, loving, encouraging, and praying for one
another through this spiritually stretching season.

Q. IF WE ARE COMMITTING TO VISION 2020, HOW
DOES THIS CHANGE MY USUAL GIVING?
A. During this two-year period, every contribution to
God through Christ Church is a contribution to Vision
2020. Rather than direct our giving into separate
funds, every aspect of the two-year ministry vision
God is calling us towards will be funded through Vision
2020. Every gift made will go into the same Vision
2020 fund. Therefore, every weekend becomes a day
to celebrate and contribute towards what God is doing
in us and through us to support Christ Church’s vision
and mission!
Q. ARE THERE ADDITIONAL WAYS BESIDES CASH
THAT I CAN GIVE TOWARDS THE VISION 2020
INITIATIVE?
A. Be creative as you explore ways that you and your
family can give special gifts to this initiative. Maybe
you have some stocks, bonds, property, stored assets
or other items of that nature with which God has
blessed you and might be calling you to give during this
initiative.
Q. WHO SHOULD I CONTACT TO DISCUSS A GIFT
OF STOCKS, INVESTMENTS OR PROPERTY?
A. You can contact Samantha DeHart, Finance
Administrator, by email at SamanthaDehart@
mychristchurch.com or call 618-277-4659.
Q. HOW DOES VISION 2020 DIFFER FROM
PREVIOUS CAMPAIGNS?
A. Previous campaigns have asked for a three-year
commitment of giving “over and above” what people
were already contributing in order to fund additional
special projects. Vision 2020 is a two-year commitment
which utilizes a “One Fund” approach to resource all
ministries- not just special projects. Everything we do in
ministry matters. The Vision 2020 goal is the projected
budget for everything we are currently doing, including
reducing debt.
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